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The Woodlands Education Health Needs Policy
















Outline of Provision
The Education Health Needs Team (EHNT) provides education for County Durham resident pupils, who cannot attend school for a period of 15 days or more because of ill health.  The provision offered is short term to help schools to provide continuity in education whilst a pupil is too unwell to attend school. The Education Health Needs Team is a short term provision, it is not an Alternative Provision or a long term solution. If it is likely that a pupil will be out of education for a long period due to a medical need, further discussions will take place between the school and the Local Authority regarding a long term plan. 
Provision offered may include:  
· The Pines (Pupils In Need of Educational Support)
· The Orchard (Previously GAP)
· Education in hospital 
· Direct Reintegration
· Home education may be available in exceptional circumstances
The provision made available by the EHN team will be determined when a referral for service is received. The provision will be based on the information provided on the medical confirmation document and also through discussions with health practitioners. It will be determined at the planning meeting and reviewed accordingly at subsequent review meetings. Therefore, when determining provision, the following will be taken into account:  
· the amount of education a child’s health condition allows them to access 
· the age and key stage of the child 
· the type and intensity of the provision made 
· provision needed to access qualifications that would be normally available in school














Pathways of Support
	Referral Type
	Outline

	Reintegration Support
	Direct reintegration support
No academic support
Pastoral and Reintegration Mentor led
Collaborative approach with referring school
Support strategies shared
Short Term 

	The Pines
	Based at Sacriston
English, Maths, Science, PHSE, Intervention and Outdoor Ed.
Options subjects available.
Social groups available
CAMHS support available
9:15 – 14:30
Short Term 

	The Orchard (Previously GAP)
	Based at Leadgate
Long term provision
Key Stage 4
English, Maths, Science, PHSE, Intervention and some options subjects available
CAMHS support available
9:15 – 14:30

	1:1 Intervention
	May be available in complex cases
Maths, English, Science tuition.
Planned in partnership with the referring school.
Tuition can take place in the home, public space or referring school.
Short Term – dependent on physical health need

	Young Pregnant School Girls
	Short term support from 20weeks of pregnancy until the infant is 12 weeks old.
English and Maths Tuition
Health support provided
Application to childcare supported
9:15 – 12

	University Hospital Durham Treetops Ward
	Short term support for pupils who are in hospital and on the Treetops Ward.






Making a referral 
A referral for the service should come directly from the pupil’s school and must be accompanied by medical evidence (see appendix 1). The confirmation of medical need document can be completed by a paediatrician, consultant or qualified CAMHS professional and should identify the pupil’s medical need, the impact that this is having on pupil’s functioning and the current treatment pathway. Referrals that do not contain this information may not be considered. 
The EHN team, school and health professionals need to work collaboratively to identify the correct pathway, ensure appropriate academic content and prepare for a well-planned reintegration. Once support is agreed, the referring school will be required to organise a multi-disciplinary meeting to plan the support. 
It is the referrer’s responsibility to provide the supporting medical need document.  
Referral Options 
A range of support is available – more information on referrals to each pathway of support can be found below.
Referrals will be reviewed on a weekly basis at a panel meeting. Documents which do not pass quality assurance will be returned to school. The panel will consider an appropriate pathway of support and liaise with school and parent/carer. 
An outcome will be shared with referring schools which will either confirm EHN support or provide recommendations for the referring school before a further referral can be submitted. 
If support is agreed, school staff will be required to organise a multi-agency meeting which will involve the EHN team, parents, referring school staff, relevant professionals and where appropriate the child. The planning meeting will outline the support to be offered, the first review meeting date and a reintegration pathway. 
Pregnancy Referrals
Referrals for Young Pregnant Education Group (YPEG) will be reviewed at the weekly panel meeting. A start date will be provided once a pupil is twenty weeks pregnant. The support will continue until the baby is twelve weeks old. 
SEND Referrals
The service is for pupils who are medically too unwell to attend school.
Referrals of pupils with an Education Health and Care Plan (EHCP) will be considered on an individual basis. Support will be prioritised to pupils who have a medical need which is in addition to the needs outlined in their plan. 
The Orchard Referrals (previously GAP)
Referrals to The Orchard are through an internal panel. A pupil has to be open to the EHN Team for an Orchard placement to be considered. Referrals to The Orchard are considered by CAMHS, EHN Coordinator and Head of School. 



Referrals to The Orchard will be considered against the following criteria:

· Primary diagnosis of anxiety;
· Be able to access full time on site provision;
· Be currently open to and working with CAMHS;
· Key Stage 4 only;
· There is evidence that attempts at reintegration have proved unsuccessful, the pupil is not attending school and reintegration is unrealistic and possibly detrimental to his/her emotional state;
· The pupil’s academic targets broadly match the curriculum offered;
· The pupil’s primary psychological difficulty is anxiety. (If the pupil has other psychiatric diagnoses such as schizophrenia, severe depression, an eating disorder, Autism , where anxiety may also be a feature of the condition, they may not be suitable for The Orchard);
· Other existing Local Authority provision has been considered and ruled out;
· All Orchard students have a 6 week trial. Extensions to this trial are possible and each case is reviewed individually. 

Attendance/Engagement
If there is non-attendance or lack of engagement for 5 sessions without medical reason and/or prior agreement then a review meeting will be arranged to discuss the placement and to identify any additional support required. Continued non-attendance or lack of engagement may result in support being withdrawn.
Expectations Prior To Referral

Referring School

Referring schools must: 

· Be able to identify that a pupil has a medical condition and that the schools own internal policy has been followed; 
· Make reasonable adjustments to support a pupils need;
· Discuss attendance concerns and seek advice from the Attendance Improvement Team;
· Complete an individual Health Care Plan (IHCP); 
· Refer and discuss a pupil’s need with the school nurse;
· Refer to Early Help for additional advice and support for both school and family;
· Liaise with medical professionals to identify the need at the earliest opportunity and gain advice;
· Follow the ‘Anxious About School’ guidance from the Local Authority and follow the graduated approach. Referrals should only be made once partners have been contacted from ‘getting advice’ and ‘getting help’;
· Create a SEND support plan to identify the pupils need and the provision required to support (mental health referrals);
· Refer to SEND and Inclusion agencies e.g. EWEL, ASC, EP (mental health referrals);
· Complete the referral form ensuring that all sections are completed and all required documentation is actioned;
· Discuss the referral to the EHN team with both pupils and parents.



Parents/Carers

Parents/Carers must: 

· Seek medical advice from an appropriate health professional;
· Attend scheduled medical appointments;
· Provide medical evidence in line with EHN policy requirements;
· Notify the school of any concerns as soon as attendance issues begin;
· Notify the school of the reason of absence in line with their attendance policy;
· Attend scheduled meetings at school;
· Contribute to any assessments completed by other agencies e.g. SEND and Inclusion.

Expectations during EHN Support

EHN Team

The EHN team will:

· Provide a curriculum which will reflect the curriculum that a child would experience at school.
· Deliver a curriculum which meets the needs of the child.
· Work closely with the mainstream/referring school to determine the most appropriate provision.
· Organise and attend regular review meetings.
· Provide information regarding pupil’s academic progress and next steps.
· Provide information and attend multi agency meetings (TAF, CP).
· Monitor pupil’s attendance, follow up concerns and share these with the referring school.
· Record any safeguarding concerns on EHN systems and share relevant information with referring schools.
· Prepare pupils for appropriate qualifications. An appropriate accreditation pathway will be identified at the review meetings. 
· Provide transport from home to school through Durham County Council.

Expectations of Referring Schools

Referring schools must: 

· Organise a multi-agency meeting once referral has been agreed. To work closely with the EHN team to identify an appropriate pathway and reintegration plan for the pupil. 
· Participate in all review meetings.
· Provide information regarding curriculum scheme of works, pupil’s current attainment and relevant resources such as text books etc.
· Maintain contact with the pupil, sharing information regarding events in schools and continue to include the pupil in school life.
· Provide SEN documentation e.g. SEN Support Plans, EHCPs.
· Follow the EHN exam policy where applicable.
· Ensure exam entries and any necessary access arrangements are made. EHN team will liaise with schools about movement of exam papers and invigilation of exams.  
· Pay any agreed invoices for pupils attending The Orchard
· Pay any invoices for The Pines and 1:1 support in a timely manner.



Expectations of Parents/Carers

Parents/Carers should:

· Ensure pupils attend all medical appointments which are identified to support recovery and treatment.
· Ensure pupils are ready for school on time prior to appropriate transport arriving (this will be a taxi). 
· Encourage excellent attendance at school.
· Notify EHNT pastoral staff if the pupil is not going to attend school - a reason must be provided.
· Provide medical evidence for persistent absences.
· Attend all scheduled review meetings.
· Inform staff of any changes of circumstance e.g. medical updates, home situation etc. 

Expectations at the point of reintegration

EHN Team

The EHN team will: 

· Facilitate the reintegration planning between school, pupil, parents and medical professionals.
· Provide advice to school regarding reasonable adjustments and appropriate strategies and interventions to support pupils.
· Provide a pastoral and reintegration mentor to aide reintegration.
· Share progress and academic data from the period of tuition.

Referring School

Referring schools must: 

· Contribute to the reintegration plan with pupils, parent, EHN team and appropriate medical professionals.
· Make direct contact with the pupil to welcome them back to school and outline the reintegration plan in place.
· Implement reasonable adjustments to support the pupil’s needs.
· Implement the recommendations from the EHN team and other professionals.
· Ensure ALL staff are aware of the reintegration plan.


Parents

Parents should: 

· Maintain a positive attitude towards the reintegration.
· Ensure pupils are on time for the taxi and ready for school.
· Encourage excellent attendance at school.
· Liaise with school and communicate any difficulties/concerns.

Reviews

It is recognised that pupils unable to attend school because of their health needs should be able to access suitable and flexible education appropriate to their needs. 
The nature of the provision must be responsive to the demands of what may be a changing health status. With the exception of children in hospital, all provision will be reviewed regularly. 
For pupils educated by the EHN team there will be a review every 6-8 weeks. The pupil, parents/carers, school representative, health professionals, and any other professionals (as appropriate), working with the pupil will be invited to this review at which the provision and the number of hours will be discussed. 
For teenage mothers, the review meeting will be replaced by the reintegration meeting in around week 9 of teaching, to ensure a smooth transition back in to school and continued attendance. 
Reintegration

In all cases, EHN support is to be seen as temporary, pending reintegration to identified school. The pupil will remain on the roll of the school, and there will be a reintegration plan which should be drawn up by the EHN team in partnership with the school, family and other agencies and where appropriate will involve the school nurse. 







Fees


The following table sets out the applicable charges for each referral type.

	Referral Type
	Fee

	Young Pregnant School Girls
	A fee of;
Key Stage 3 £149 per week
Key Stage 4 £168 per week will apply. 
The Woodlands will invoice at the end of each month. 
SEND Funding/Support through EHCPs/TUF will need to follow the pupil.

	1:1 Intervention
	Six weeks of support will be offered at no charge. 
After this period, a fee of £35 must be paid for each session offered. The Woodlands will invoice on a monthly basis.
SEND Funding/Support through EHCPs/TUF will need to follow the pupil.

	The Pines 
	Six weeks of support will be offered at no charge. 
After this period, a weekly fee of;
Key Stage 3 £149 per week
Key Stage 4 £168 per week will apply. 
The Woodlands will invoice at the end of each month. 
SEND Funding/Support through EHCPs/TUF will need to follow the pupil. 

	The Orchard (previously GAP)
	£6,500 per year. 
The Woodlands will invoice at the start of each academic year/after trial period. SEND Funding/Support through EHCPs/TUF will need to follow the pupil. 

	Reintegration Support Only
	Half day (3 hours) - £40
Full day (6 hours) - £70










Appendix 1
Medical Confirmation Document
[image: small logo][image: small logo]Confirmation of Medical Need
The below form may be completed by a qualified CAMHS professional, a consultant or a pediatrician. Completion of this form does not guarantee support through the EHN Team. All submitted documentation will be considered and reviewed.
	Pupil’s Name
	


	Current Symptoms
	


	Impact on functioning
(socialisation, sleep, appetite, social interaction, self-care, ability to concentrate)
	

	Impact on Education
	




	Suggested educational adjustments



	

	Treatment Pathway / Next Steps
	

	Identified Risks



	

	Signed
	

	Role

	

	Contact 
(email/phone)

	

	Date of Completion
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